Single-crystal X-ray study T = 120 K Mean (N-N) = 0.004 Å R factor = 0.032 wR factor = 0.076 Data-to-parameter ratio = 11.2
The iron-sulfate chains in (I) are cross-linked by N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds (Table 2) , resulting in the same hydrogenbonding network seen in the other analogues noted above. A well defined trifurcated N2-H3CÁ Á Á(O,O,O) interaction occurs (mean bond angle about H3C = 107.3 ).
Experimental
The reaction of hydrazine monohydrate (N 2 H 4 ÁH 2 O; 0.50 g, 10 mmol) and ethyl bromoacetate (1.671 g, 10 mmol) in 5 ml of dry ethanol resulted in the formation of a white solid containing hydrazinium bromide and ethyl hydrazinoacetate, as reported earlier (Srinivasan et al., 2006) . This white solid (0.236 g) was dissolved in water (30 ml) and mixed with an aqueous solution (30 ml) of FeSO 4 Á7H 2 O (0.278 g, 1 mmol) and a few drops of conc. H 2 SO 4 . The resulting clear solution, with a pH of 2, was concentrated over a water bath to 20 ml and kept for crystallization at room temperature. After three days, many block-shaped light-green crystals of (I) had formed. These were recovered by filtration, washed with cold water and dried in air.
Crystal data Symmetry codes: (i) x À 1; y; z; (ii) x þ 1; y; z.
Table 2
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (4) 2.45 (4) 3.073 (3) 133 (4) Symmetry codes:
The H atoms were located in difference maps and their positions and U iso values were freely refined.
Data collection: Collect (Nonius, 1998 ); cell refinement: HKL SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor 1997) ; data reduction: HKL DENZO and SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor 1997 ) & SORTAV (Blessing 1995); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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Geometric parameters (Å, º)
Fe1-O1 2.109 (2) S1-O1 O2-S1-O1-Fe1 114.0 (2) O3-S1-O2-Fe1 iv 24.58 (19) O3-S1-O1-Fe1 −7.1 (3) O4-S1-O2-Fe1 
